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Abstract 

Arundhati Roy, a highly acclaimed postcolonial writer, has significantly contributed to eco- literature through 

her novels, notably "The Ministry of Utmost Happiness" and "The God of Small Things". Her works serve as a 

manifesto of environmentalism in the Indian socio-economic background. Roy's novel’s address pressing 

environmental issues such as the impact of dams on the environment and human life, the deterioration of 

rivers due to industrial waste, the extinction of endangered species, and the consequences of unplanned 

urbanization. Her writings strengthen her ecological concerns and serve as a call for readers to save the earth 

from awaiting dangers. She unties that most environmental degradations are the result of Euro-American 

ideology of ‘development’ project which is a veiled form of neo-colonialism and imperialism. Arundhati Roy’s 

novels play a significant role in raising environmental awareness through eco literature. Her works not only 

educate readers about environmental degradation but also inspire them to take action towards conserving our 

planet. This abstract provides an overview of how Arundhati Roy’s select novels: “The Ministry of Utmost 

Happiness” and “The God of Small Things” contribute to the role of eco-literature in raising environmental 

awareness. 

Keywords: Eco literature, Environmentalism, Indian socioeconomic background, Deterioration of rivers, Neo-

colonialism and imperialism, Environmental degradation, Raising environmental awareness. 

 

Introduction 

A Study on Raising Environment Awareness in 

Arundhati Roy’s Select Novels “The Ministry of 

Utmost Happiness” and “The God of Small Things 

“delves into the exploration of how literature, 

specifically the works of Arundhati Roy, can play a 

substantial role in raising consciousness about 

environmental issues. Arundhati Roy, a renowned 

Indian author, has used her novels as a platform to 

shed light on various socio-political issues, 

including environmental concerns. This study 

focuses on two of her acclaimed novels - ‘The 

Ministry of Utmost Happiness’ and ‘The God of 

Small Things’. ‘The Ministry of Utmost Happiness’ 

is a novel that intricately heaps together the lives 

of its characters counter to the backdrop of a 

politically charged India, subtly highlighting the 

environmental challenges within its narrative. On 

the other hand, ‘The God of Small Things’ is a 

poignant tale of a family living in the Indian state 

of Kerala, where the lush and vivid descriptions of  

 

the natural world serve as a stark contrast to the 

human-made environmental destruction that 

forms a crucial part of the plot. Through a detailed 

analysis of these novels, this study aims to 

understand how Roy uses her narrative and 

descriptive prowess to bring attention to 

environmental issues and the concept of eco-

literature. It seeks to explore how literature can 

serve as a powerful tool in raising environmental 

awareness, prompting readers to reflect on their 

relationship with nature and their role in its 

preservation. This study is significant as it 

contributes to the growing field of eco-literature, 

emphasizing the role of literature in 

environmental education and advocacy. It 

underscores the potential of literature to influence 
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public perception and inspire action towards 

environmental sustainability. 

The Importance of Environment Awareness  

Environmental awareness states to the 

understanding and knowledge of environmental 

issues and the impact of human actions on the 

environment. It is a key component in the 

preservation and improvement of our planet's 

health. Environmental awareness encourages 

individuals to realize the flimsiness of our 

environment and the importance of its wellbeing. 

It involves understanding the balance of the 

natural world and how each individual's actions 

can significantly impact that balance, leading to 

environmental degradation. Encouraging 

environmental awareness is an easy way to 

become an environmental feature and participate 

in creating a brighter imminent for our children. It 

can be promoted through education, in schools, 

local communities, or even at a larger scale. The 

goal of environmental awareness campaign is not 

just to create awareness, but also to generate 

action. It encourages individuals to change their 

behaviors and choose more sustainable options 

which can help reduce environmental impact. The 

awareness is crucial nowadays where 

environmental issues like climate change, 

deforestation, and pollution are pressing concerns. 

Through this awareness individuals can 

understand their responsibilities towards the 

environment and take necessary actions for its 

preservation. 

The Impact of Eco Literature 

Eco-literature, also known as environmental 

literature, is a genre that addresses environmental 

issues through the medium of written word. It 

encompasses a wide range of literary works, 

including novels, poems, essays, and non-fiction 

that focus on nature and relationship between 

humans and environment. Eco-literature often 

explores themes such as beauty of nature, impact 

of human activities in environment, and urgent 

need for conservation and sustainability. It aims to 

raise awareness about environmental issues and 

inspire readers to take necessary action towards 

preserving our earth. The power of eco-literature 

lies in its ability to evoke emotions and provoke 

thought. By presenting vivid descriptions of nature 

and its intricate relationship with humans, it 

fosters a deep appreciation for the environment, it 

encourages readers to replicate on their own 

actions and their impact on the environment. Eco-

literature plays a vital role in promoting 

environmental awareness and fostering a sense of 

responsibility towards the preservation of our 

earth. It serves as a powerful tool for 

environmental education and advocacy. Through 

its compelling narratives and poignant imagery, 

eco-literature continues to inspire readers to strive 

for a sustainable future. 

Eco-literature in raising environmental awareness  

Eco-literature educates readers about the 

environment, its importance, and the need for its 

preservation. It provides insights into various 

environmental issues such as climate change, 

pollution, deforestation, and biodiversity 

forfeiture.  

Promoting Empathy: Through vivid descriptions of 

nature and its beauty, eco literature promotes 

empathy towards the environment. It helps 

readers understand the intrinsic value of nature 

and the need to protect it.  

Inspiring Action: Eco-literature often includes 

narratives that inspire action. It encourages 

readers to adopt sustainable practices and 

contribute to environmental conservation.  

Influencing Policy: By raising awareness about 

environmental issues, eco-literature can influence 

public opinion and policy. It can lead to the 

implementation of more environmentally friendly 

policies.  

Fostering Responsibility: Eco-literature plays a 

significant role in raising environmental awareness 

by educating readers, promoting empathy, 

inspiring action, influencing policy, and fostering a 

sense of responsibility. 

Influential writers in raising environmental 

awareness 

Henry David Thoreau: Known for his work 

"Walden", Thoreau's writings celebrate the natural 

world and encourage readers to appreciate and 

protect it. Rachel Carson: Her book "Silent Spring" 

is accredited with progressing the global 

environmental movement. Carson highlighted the 

dangers of pesticide use, leading to a greater 

public awareness of environmental issues.  

John Muir: Often referred as "Father of the 

National Parks," Muir's writings contributed to the 
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establishment of several national parks and raised 

awareness about the importance of preserving 

natural spaces.  

Arundhati Roy: An influential voice in ecofeminist 

movements, Roy's works often highlight how 

environmental exploitation is linked to the 

oppression of women.  

Amitav Ghosh: His novels often merge the colonial 

past with nature, highlighting human crimes 

against nature that lead to mass destruction.  

Vandana Shiva: An environmental activist and 

author, Shiva's works often discuss the 

intersection of gender subordination and 

environmental exploitation. These authors, among 

others, have played an important role in raising 

environmental awareness through their works. 

Their writings not only educate readers about 

environmental matters but also inspire them to 

take necessary action towards preserving our 

earth. 

“The environment and the economy are really 

both two sides of the same coin. If we cannot 

sustain the environment, we cannot sustain 

ourselves.” (Wangari Maathai) 

In the above quotation Wangari Maathai expresses 

interconnectedness of environment and economy. 

She suggests that environment and economy are 

not separate entities, but moderately two 

characteristics of the same system. In other words, 

the health and sustainability of our economy is 

deeply tied to the health and sustainability of our 

environment. If we damage our natural resources, 

it will ultimately undermine the economic systems 

that depend on those resources. Conversely, a 

healthy, well-managed environment can provide 

the resources and ecosystem services that our 

economies need to thrive. Therefore, it’s in our 

best interest to invest in the protection and 

sustainable management of our environment. Her 

perspective emphasizes the need for supportable 

development, which pursues to meet the needs of 

the present without cooperating the facility of 

future generations to meet their own needs. It’s a 

call to action for policymakers, businesses, and 

individuals to consider the environmental impact 

of our economic activities and to strive for a 

balance that benefits both the environment and 

the economy. 

“The environment is where we all meet; where all 

have a mutual interest; it is the one thing all of us 

share.” (Lady Bird Johnson) 

 

In the above quotation Lady Bird Johnson 

expresses her idea that environment is a common 

ground for all living beings. It’s a place where 

everyone, regardless of their background, has a 

stake and a shared interest. This is because the 

environment affects all of us, and we all rely on it 

for our survival and well-being. Therefore, it’s 

something that unites us and that we all have a 

responsibility to protect and preserve. It 

emphasizes the importance of collective action 

and mutual cooperation in addressing 

environmental issues. It’s a call to recognize our 

shared humanity and our shared responsibility 

towards our planet. 

Arundhati Roy’s novels,” The Ministry of Utmost 

Happiness” and The God of Small Things”, are rich 

in eco-literature concepts.  

Concepts of Eco-Literature in Arundhati Roy’s 

‘The Ministry of Utmost Happiness’ 

In “The Ministry of Utmost Happiness”, Roy 

explores complexities of relationship between 

nature and women, manifesting a non-

anthropocentric attitude towards nature. The 

novel draws out the issues of environmental 

deprivation due to building of dams, the sewage 

system of industrial wastages, ‘otherness’ of 

animals, birds, fishes and trees and their easy 

manipulation. It also highlights the plight of trans 

women, marginalized and revolutionary women, 

and their roles to expose the manipulative 

inclinations of the patriarchal society. 

Eco-Literature Concepts in ‘The God of Small 

Things’ 

In the “The God of Small Things”, Roy exploits 

various techniques waving modes of revolution of 

Nature in terms of the subdued group theory and 

backchannel communication ideas.  The novels 

approach an ecofeminist reading focusing on how 

Roy apostrophizes Nature to distortion dialectical 

pairs. It outlines the fortitude instinct of female 

characters against patriarchy in the philological of 

ecology, emblematizing the dismantling of margins 

in the culture/nature dialectical duo. 

Both novels are testament to Roy’s ecofeminist 

stance, interviewing environmental concerns with 
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feminist issues, and highlighting the 

interconnectedness between human actions and 

their impact on nature.  They serve as a critique of 

modern society’s exploitative relationship with 

nature and marginalized communities. 

Key Eco-Literary Concepts in ‘The Ministry of 

Utmost Happiness’ 

Arundhati Roy’s “The Ministry of Utmost 

Happiness” is a masterpiece which intricately 

weaves environmental concerns into its narrative. 

Here are some key eco-literary concepts in this 

novel: 

Indian Vulture Crisis and Biodiversity: The novel 

draws attention to the smearing out of sparrows 

and vultures from biodiversity due to enormous 

scientific indexes. This highlights how human 

activity affects ecosystems and animal species. 

Deforestation and Urbanization: Roy examines 

the problems of unplanned urbanization and 

deforestation for steel and mining companies. 

These themes underscore the tension between 

development and environmental preservation. 

River Pollution: The novel illustrates how the 

rivers degraded due to development and industrial 

waste disposal systems. This highlights the urgent 

problem of water pollution.  

Animal Exploitation: The easy exploitation of fish, 

birds, trees and animals, as well as their 

“otherness,” is a recurrent topic. The predicament 

of zoo animals is also highlighted, pointing to 

ethical questions around animal captivity. 

Consumerism: The novel critiques unrestricted 

consumer indulgence, which often leads to 

environmental degradation. 

Health and Poverty: Roy brings out the deficient 

health facilities, mounting poverty, and the dismal 

condition of migrants and quarry workers as a 

result of environmental issues. 

Ecofeminism: The novel represents the 

complications of the relationship between nature 

and women, manifesting a non-anthropocentric 

attitude towards nature. It also draws out the 

plight of trans women, marginalized and 

revolutionary women, and their roles in 

uncovering the exploitative leanings of particular 

society. 

Through these themes, Roy encourages a global 

dialogue on environmental challenges and inspires 

action for creating a more sustainable planet. 

“How to tell a shattered story? By slowly 

becoming everybody. No. By slowly becoming 

everything.” (The Ministry of Utmost Happiness 

Tilo p.436) 

 

In the above quotation Roy focuses on everyone 

and everything. It’s not just the story of the fate of 

the marginalized or of humans, but also of 

animals, woods, rivers, busy cemeteries, 

government assassins, and abandoned babies. It’s 

the story of everything, not just of everyone.  

Key Themes in Arundhati Roy’s Novel “The God of 

Small Things” 

Arundhati Roy’s “The God of Small Things” is a 

profound exploration of eco-literary concepts. 

Here are some key themes in the novel: 

Nature and Landscape: In the work Roy has shown 

nature both in present and twenty-three years 

ago. She has addressed the overuse of nature 

much beyond the point of regeneration.  

River Pollution: The Meenachal River, the life line 

of Ayemenen, is in terrible shape and teeming with 

poisonous debris. The river is said to be warm and 

its water green like freshly laundered silk.  

Deforestation and Urbanization: The historically 

significant History House has been transformed 

into a five-star hotel. This demonstrates how 

urbanization affects natural environments.   

Animal Exploitation: Roy explains how animals are 

suffering as result of industrialization, citing the 

example of a temple elephant that was 

electrocuted and died. She also talks about the 

importance for conversation of rare insects, such 

as the moth that Pappachi found.  

Mechanization of Life: The lives of people getting 

automated is shown through characters like Baby 

Kochamma who loved gardening once but now has 

unrestrained it due to her interest in watching 

television. 

Ecofeminism: The ecofeminist reading of this book 

focuses on how Roy apostrophizes nature in order 

to muddy up dialectical pairings. The ecological 

vocabulary used by female characters to describe 

their survival instinct against patriarchy symbolizes 

the breaking down of boundaries in the dialectical 

relationship between culture and environment.    

“She lived in the graveyard like a tree. At dawn 

she saw the crows off and welcomed the bats 

home. At dusk she did the opposite. Between 
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shifts she conferred with the ghosts of vultures 

that loomed in her high branches.” (The Ministry 

of Utmost Happinessp.1) 

The above quote Arundhati Roy describes 

Velutha’s mother, Mammachi, her life and routine, 

using the metaphor of a tree in a graveyard. The 

“tree” symbolizes Mammachi’s existence, which is 

static, rooted in one place, and largely passive. The 

“graveyard” could represent the harsh realities of 

her life, filled with death and sorrow. The mention 

of “crows” and “bats” could symbolize the 

darkness and despair that surround her. The 

“ghosts of vultures” could represent the past 

traumas and tragedies that continue to haunt her. 

The fact that she “conferred” with these ghosts 

suggests that she is constantly reliving these 

painful memories. Overall, the quote beautifully 

encapsulates Mammachi’s life of hardship and 

sorrow, and her resilience in the face of it. It’s a 

testament to Roy’s skill as a writer, able to convey 

such deep and complex emotions through her 

words. 

Through these themes, Roy presents a critique of 

human exploitation of nature and advocates for a 

balanced co-relation between nature and 

mankind. 

 

Ecological Issues Explored in ‘The Ministry of 

Utmost Happiness’ 

Arundhati Roy’s “The Ministry of Utmost 

Happiness” is a profound narrative that intricately 

weaves environmental concerns into its storyline, 

thereby raising awareness about the pressing 

ecological issues of our times. 

The novel begins with the Indian Vulture Crisis, 

highlighting the extinction of sparrows and 

vultures from biodiversity due to excessive 

scientific manifestations. This serves as a plain 

prompt of the impact of human activities on 

animal species and ecosystems. The narrative 

subtly nudges the reader to reflect on their actions 

and their consequences on the environment. 

Roy also explores the issues of deforestation for 

steel and mining factories, and the effects of 

unplanned urbanization. These themes underscore 

the tension between development and 

environmental preservation. The narrative urges 

the readers to consider the environmental cost of 

progress, thereby promoting a more sustainable 

method to development. 

The novel’s portrayal of river contamination is one 

of the most striking features. The sewer system of 

industrial wastes and the construction of dams 

have caused rivers to deteriorate, as is depicted in 

graphic detail. This considers the urgent subject of 

water pollution and implores reader to become 

aware of and solve it,  

A recurrent topic in the book is the “otherness” of 

fish, birds, plants, and animals, as well as how 

easily they can be exploited. The predicament of 

zoo animals is also highlighted, pointing to ethical 

questions around animal captivity and treatment. 

Through these themes, Roy encourages empathy 

towards all living beings, promoting a more 

compassionate relationship with nature. 

The novel critiques unrestricted consumer 

indulgence, which often leads to environmental 

degradation. This theme prompts readers to 

reflect on their consumption habits and their 

impact on the environment. It encourages a shift 

towards more sustainable consumption patterns. 

Roy brings out the deficient health facilities, 

mounting poverty, and the dismal condition of 

migrants and quarry workers as a result of 

environmental issues. This highlights the social 

implications of environmental degradation, urging 

readers to consider the interconnectedness 

between social justice and environmental 

sustainability. 

Finally, “The Ministry of Utmost Happiness” 

represents the complexities of the relationship 

between nature and women, manifesting a non-

anthropocentric attitude towards nature. It also 

draws out the plight of trans women, marginalized 

and revolutionary women, and their roles in 

uncovering the exploitative leanings of patriarchal 

society. This ecofeminist stance intertwines 

environmental concerns with feminist issues, 

highlighting the interconnectedness between 

human actions and their impact on nature. 

Through these themes, Arundhati Roy’s “The 

Ministry of Utmost Happiness” encourages global 

dialogue on environmental challenges. It inspires 

action for creating a more sustainable planet by 

raising awareness about environmental issues in 

an engaging and thought-provoking manner. 
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Depiction of Ecological Issues in “The God of 

Small Things” 

Arundhati Roy’s “The God of Small Things” is a 

fascinating narrative that raises environmental 

awareness through its vivid depiction of ecological 

issues. The novel is a combination of nature and 

characters, complementing one another in a 

unique manner. 

Roy has described nature in the present and in the 

previous twenty-three years earlier in the novel. 

She has dealt with exploitation of nature beyond 

its limits of regeneration. This compels readers to 

consider their choices and the effects they have on 

the environment by serving as a sobering reminder 

of how human activity affects the ecosystem.  

The Meenachal river, the life line of Ayemenen, is 

in terrible shape and contains a lot of poisonous 

waste. The water of the river is described as green 

like freshly applied silk and warm. This vivid 

description brings to life the pressing issue of 

water pollution, encouraging readers to 

understand and address this problem. 

The historically significant History House has been 

transformed into a five-star hotel. This highlights 

how urbanization affects natural environments. 

The narrative subtly nudges the reader to consider 

the environmental cost of progress, thereby 

promoting a more sustainable approach to 

development. 

According to Roy, animals are suffering as a result 

of industrialization. One example is the temple 

elephant that perished from an electric current. 

She also talks about the importance for 

conservation of rare insects, such as the moth that 

Pappachi found. These themes encourage 

empathy towards all living beings, promoting a 

more compassionate relationship with nature. 

The mechanization of people’s life is portrayed by 

characters such as Baby Kochamma, who used to 

love gardening but has since given it up because 

she prefers to watch television. Her garden is in 

terrible state, and another patch of weeds is 

suppressing the exotic breeds in the region. Roy 

has made an effort to demonstrate how 

development is occurring at the expense of natural 

habitat destruction. 

In order to blur dialectical pairs, Roy apostrophizes 

Nature in this work, which is interpreted from an 

ecofeminist perspective. The dialectical pair 

culture/nature represents the breaking down 

boundaries, and the survival instinct of female 

characters against patriarchy is portrayed in terms 

of ecology. 

Through these themes, Arundhati Roy’s “The God 

of Small Things” encourages a global dialogue on 

environmental challenges. It inspires action for 

creating a more sustainable planet by raising 

awareness about environmental issues in an 

engaging and thought-provoking manner. 

Literature as a Tool for Environmental Education 

and Advocacy  

Arundhati Roy’s novels, “The Ministry of Utmost 

Happiness” and “The God of Small Things”, play a 

significant role in raising environmental 

awareness. Through her vivid storytelling and 

intricate weaving of eco-literary concepts into the 

narrative, Roy brings to the forefront the pressing 

ecological issues of our times. Her novels serve as 

a critique of human exploitation of nature and 

advocate for a balanced co-relation between 

nature and mankind. The ecofeminist stance in her 

works further highlights the interconnectedness 

between human actions, particularly those of 

marginalized communities, and their impact on 

nature. Thus, Roy’s novels not only entertain but 

also educate readers about environmental 

sustainability, urging them to reflect on their 

actions and inspiring them to participate in 

creating a more sustainable planet. This 

underscores the power of literature as a tool for 

environmental education and advocacy. 

 

Conclusion 

Arundhati Roy’s novels, “The Ministry of Utmost 

Happiness” and “The God of Small Things,” play a 

significant role in raising environmental awareness 

through the genre of eco-literature. The vivid 

descriptions of the natural world and the intricate 

relationship between characters and their 

environment serve as a unambiguous reminder of 

the importance of preserving the natural habitats. 

The novels highlight the consequences of 

environmental degradation and the effect of 

human actions on environment, urging readers to 

replicate on their own roles in environmental 

conservation. Through her compelling narratives 

and evocative imagery, Roy effectively uses 

literature as a tool to educate and inspire, 
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fostering a greater understanding and 

appreciation for the environment. Thus, eco-

literature, as exemplified by Roy’s works, proves to 

be a powerful medium for promoting 

environmental consciousness and advocating for 

sustainable practices. 
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